The Charge of the Light Brigade
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Sketch-map to show the Charge of the Light Brigade, 25 October, 1854
(Adapted from The Reason Why by C. Woodham Smith, published in

1953.)





[image: image2.png]‘Lord Raglan wishes the Cavalry to advance rapidly to the front - follow
the Enemy and try to prevent the Enemy carrying away the Guns -
Troop Horse Artillery may accompany - French Cavalry is on your
left - Immediate.!

Cavalry order given by Lord Raglan on 25 October, 1854.





[image: image3.png]‘It appears that the Quarter Master General, Brigadier Airey, gave an
order in writing (from Lord Raglan) to Captain Nolan to take to Lord
Lucan, directing his Lordship to advance his cavalry nearer to the
enemy .. when Lord Lucan received the order from Captain Nolan
and had read it, he asked, we are told, "Where are we to advance to ?*"
Captain Nolan pointed with his finger to the line of Russians and
said, "There are the enemy, and there are the guns, sir, before them;
it is your duty to take them", or words to that effect, according to
statements made since his death. Lord Lucan, with reluctance, gave the
order to Lord Cardigan to advance upon the guns ... '

(A dispatch from William Russell, dated 25 October, 1854, and published
in The Times on 14 November, 1854.)





[image: image4.png]‘The Charge of the Light Brigade was, of course, adisaster.... The fame
of the assault owes much more to the confusion over the order trans-
mitted from Lord Raglan via Captain Nolan. Lord Raglan can hardly be
blamed for this. Nor in a sense can Lords Lucan and Cardigan... The
final tragedy of this wasteful yet heroic Charge of the Light Brigade
was that it did nothing to win the battle and, arguably, lost it. ... *

(From The Crimean War by Denis Judd, published in 1976.)




Using the first three sources (map, Raglan order and dispatch), explain what facts can be established, and what cannot.
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