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John Searle! has us consider the following series of statements:
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Jones uttered the words “I hereby promise to pay you, Smith,
five dollars™.

Jones promised to pay Smith five dollars.

Jones placed himself under (undertook) an obligation to pay
Smith five dollars.

Jones is under an obligation to pay Smith five dollars.

Jones ought to pay Smith five dollars.

Searle argues that any statement in the series entails its successor when
combined with either analytic statements or purely descriptive statements

or both.
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